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To the Editor: 

Thank you for the reports and 
picture of our church work in 
all the states. It has helped us 
become acquainted with sec- 
tions of the country other than 
our own, from places where we 
have large, beautiful works to 
regions where the work is small 
and still in its pioneer stage. 
The publication of these reports 
makes us feel more a part of the 
whole. 

Edward V. Donner 


St. Louis, Missouri 





To the Editor: 

After reading the July 4 issue 
of the Evangel I feel. that I must 
write a few words in praise to 
our Heavenly Father, the King 
of Kings. He is so good to us. 
and has given us wonderful men 
of God whose messages are very 
inspiring to careworn pilgrims. 
I read, through tears, the won- 
derful experiences of those who 
have received healing. I would 
like to request prayer for my 
brother who has high blood pres- 
sure. I would like to be strength- 
ened to do the Lord's will at all 
times. 

Mrs. L. 8. Cranford 
Enigma, Georgia 


To the Editor: 

I will thank you if you will 
just send the Southwestern 
States issue to some of your 
cwn members that will be in- 
terested in reading it. After I 
read my church paper, I do not 
have time to read yours. 

Mrs. Ernest C. Armstrong 
St. Fredericksburg 


To the Editor: 

We enjoy the Evangel sv 
much better than before. I 
think the plan that has been 
worked out for this entire year 
is a very good one for the paper. 
Here in Hawaii. we always get 
the Evangel about three or four 
weeks after it is published: 
however, we look forward to 
each issue. Often I read it 
through — several 
sure that it has, and will be, 
the means of many people find- 
ing the Lord. 

(Rev.) Lovell R. Carey 
Missionary to Hawali 
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To the Editor: 


I appreciate the Evangel and 
its staff. I enjoy reading all of 
it, but I believe that in the last 
Evangel (July 16) there is some- 
thing that should be called to 
your attention. On page seven 
there is a liquor advertisement 
in the motel listings. I know that 
this is an error in proofreading 
and was not done on purpose. 


Curtis W. Drake, Pastor 
Vernon, Texas 


@ You are correct. The hotel 
listing was late reaching our of- 
fice and was rushed into print 
without adequate proofreading. 
We apologize for its appearance. 
A corrected listing was published 
in the July 30 issue.—Editor. 


To the Editor: 

I enjoyed the Mother's Day Is- 
sue of the Evangel very much. I 
think the committee did an ex- 
cellent job in selecting Sister Ab- 
bott as the “Mother of the Year.” 
Reading of her life was a real 
inspiration to me. I also enjoyed 
the recent issue featuring the 
“Family of.the Year.” I am per- 
sonally acquainted with the 
Starnes family and know they 
are fine Christian folk. The 
Gieds in Oregon are also friends 
of ours. They, too, are fine 
Christians. 


Mrs. F. W. Goff 
Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
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by p , Ween Steps 
of the Church of God 


the Church of God during its seventy-year his- 

tory? Naturally this is a matter of conjecture, 
for many steps have been taken that have had a tre- 
mendous bearing on the present position and trend of 
the Church. Without all its decisions, all its triumphs, all 
its difficulties, the Church of God would be something 
different than it is today: perhaps worse, perhaps better, 
perhaps larger, perhaps smaller, perhaps weaker, per- 
haps stronger, but at least different. The accumulation 
of our experiences have made us what we are. 

One could name many decisions and many events that 
have had a tremendous influence on the course of our 
ministry. Such things as the beginning of our state camp 
meeting emphasis, the creation of the Supreme Council 
and our various boards and committees, the founding of 
our Bible schools and orphanage, the beginning of our 
publishing program, the formulation of our “Teachings” 
and Declaration of Faith, or the disposition of “the 
Church question.” 

Looking back, a few decisions of the Church stand out 
above the others. As five of the most significant steps 
taken by the Church of God during its history, I would 
name (1) its founding, (2) the outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost which marked the beginning of the Pentecostal 
emphasis, (3) the introduction of church government, 
(4) the institution of the General Assemblies and (5) 
the development of our financial system. 

If we look at these facets of Church of God history, 
we can see the tremendous part they have had to play 
in our history, each a turning point, in its way. Perhaps 
these are not the five most important events or decisions, 
for, as I have said, that is a matter of personal opinion. 
Let us look at them individually, however, and we will see 
the significant bearing they have had on the Church in 
the past and continue to have today. 


W HAT HAVE BEEN THE most decisive steps of 


oo. The Origin 


THE BEGINNING OF THE Church must take 
first place because it was the dissenting of the earliest 


members that laid the groundwork for the present 


Church of God. Even though their conception of their 
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mission and ministry was impossibly idealistic at the 
beginning, it was their disapproval of liberalism and 
modernism in the established churches that led the ear- 
liest members to form, in 1886, what they called the 
Christian Union. The Christian Union was a formation 
on the ideal of fellowship and affinity of spirit rather 
than the actual formation of a new church. The eight 
persons who formed this first congregation were correct 
in their attitude toward the liberal trends of their day, 
and it was a decisive and bold step. The impetus of this 
act made possible the Church of God as we know it. 


@ Outpouring of the Holy Ghost 


"THE SECOND TURNING point of the Church 
was the outpouring of the Holy Ghost in 1896. For ten 
years the struggling Church was not Pentecostal, for only 
a few scattered persons had received the Holy Ghost prior 
to the outpouring in Cherokee County. The Church fol- 
lowed holiness precepts, as did many similar bodies that 
were formulated during the period. Ten years after the 
formulation of the Christian Union, God blessed the sin- 
cere group with a mighty revival. A good number re- 
ceived the Baptism of the Holy Ghost and spoke with 
tongues during this revival. The people searched the 
Scriptures and found that experiences similar to theirs 
are identified in the Scriptures as the Baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. Unlike many persons who had received the 
blessing in other places during early times, they were 
not content merely to enjoy the blessing personally. It 
became a part of their preaching and emphasis. The 
earliest records of the Church reveal how widely the 
Scriptures were searched for an understanding of the 
wonderful blessing and how they urged « ' Christian peo- 
ple to seek it. Since that time the Churca has held the 
doctrinal position of what is now called Pentecostal faith. 
It is possible that this is the greatest single event in the 
history of the Church. It seemed as if the outpouring 
was a divine indication of God’s purpose and direction for 
the group. It was this outpouring that explains why God 
had led the group from the established churches ten 
years earlier. It was this outpouring that gave com- 


(Continued on page 11) 
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RICHARD G. AND BARBARA SPURLING 





A. J. TOMLINSON 
General Overseer, 1909-1923 
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Chronology of Crusch of ® 


By the Editor 


1884—Dissatisfaction over creeds and rituals in the 
established churches leads Richard G. Spurling, 
a Baptist preacher in the Appalachian region of 
Tennessee, to a renewed study of the Scriptures 
and Church history. 

1886—August 19, Christian Union is organized in 
Monroe County, Tennessee, with eight members. 
Richard G. Spurling, Jr., is ordained and chosen 
as pastor. 

1892—A similar group of dissenters across the 
mountains, in Cherokee County, North Carolina, 
begin cottage meetings under the direction of 
W. F. Bryant, a Baptist deacon. 

1896—A great outpouring of the Holy Ghost occurs 
in a revival at Shearer schoolhouse in Cherokee 
County, North Carolina. Many spiritual manifes- 
tations accompany the outpouring, particularly 
speaking in tongues and divine healing. Leaders 
in the revival were pastors Spurling and Bryant, 
and evangelists William Martin, Joe Tipton and 
Milton McNabb. 

—The Tennessee group, with Spurling, com- 
bines forces with the North Carolina group. 
1896-1900—The Church suffers a period of intense 
and cruel persecution, in which many are victims 
of shootings, whippings, stonings, harassments, 
and intimidations. 

1900-1902—F alse teachers bring morbid forms of 
fanaticism and erroneous doctrine into the group. 
Error almost destroys the young group. 

1902—May 15, the Union is reorganized under the 
name of “The Holiness Church,” and government 
is first introduced into the Church in order to 
prevent future heretical outbreaks. 

1903—June 13, A. J. Tomlinson joins the young 
Church and is chosen as pastor. 

1905—A church is organized in Georgia. Two new 
churches are organized in Tennessee. 

1906—January 26, 27, the first annual Assembly 
meets in the home of J. C. Murphy, Cherokee 
County, North Carolina. 

—Most leaders of the Church move to Bradley 
County, particularly Cleveland, Tennessee. The 
Church is organized there on October 10. 
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—On April 9, 1906, a great outpouring of the 
Holy Ghost, from which many Pentecostal church- 
es date their beginning, occurs in a Negro gospel 
mission on Azusa Street, in Los Angeles. 

1907—January 11, name is changed from “The Holi- 
ness Church” to the Church of God. 


1908—August 28, F. J. Lee is baptized with the 
Holy Ghost and joins the Church of God. 
—Great revival sweeps Cleveland, Tennessee. 
—Church of God reports total of twelve local 
congregations. 
1909—January 6, Fourth Annual Assembly, by vote, F. J. LEE, 
permits women to preach but not to be ordained. General Overseer, 1923-1928 
—January 9, office of General Moderator is in- 
stituted; A. J. Tomlinson is selected. This title 
was changed from “General Moderator” to “Gen- 
eral Overseer” one year later. 
—Church of God is organized in Alabama and 






































Florida. 
1910—January 4, R. M. Evans goes to the Bahama 
Q ing ; Hy ~ 7" 
Islands as the first Church of God missionary, THE EVENING LIGHT 
accompanied by Carl M. Padgett. Ssecces mee | SESESS 
. . o cotioves vier” hate 88. u! ‘vange’ . 18 1 ieee 
—March 1, publication of Church of God Evan- SER RIEE EN REAP eh | 
gel begins, called during the first year of publica- 
tion Evening Light and Church of God Evangel. Lisa ont wn to RM enn 
—The Church is organized in Kentucky. noes se tester They coming Sve that te gre oa 
—August 15, “Teachings of the Church of God” ABOVE TITLE. ied ryt Ry conan te 
. . ern . eva just 
are formulated and published in the Evangel. sn Pekiodthehiln SNCh witcha? wham theende of the world hve 
: ‘ that dev, nn dee tion te Soon, Few fh thes 6 Sele. SY aa hoed sat guee end et 
1911—First state overseers. are appointed: V. W. cir. oa ark. = © Set heed teh frum ie Renhe teem. Thay wersateme 
. . time be light.” with redient glory in the carly must be j as much so 
Kennedy, Alabama; J. A. Giddens, Florida; H. W. Ce apis Sriacies exacas = EIR tt 
| McArthur, Georgia; Sam C. Perry, Kentucky; C. my sa, snd ek st, Sarho amy int Goce nw the dn ie 
... 2 e © flock in the day that he isamong the pouring out of the Spirit on sccomplish just what the, did 
R. Curtis, North Carolina ; W. F. Bryant, Ten pets Py eae Eom he Wome we 
? nessee; J. J. Lowman, Virginia. Sota.” Kan Dat ik id Seeeriendeethalighnbers’ qu We dew nat eres foo 
s “eer +s “tad \ cay eienes Cen te eas Bok as ety aoe. tee Dena com tet, 
—‘‘Teachings” are officially adopted. Thet teen xt Ree, ond ome whew sous war tinigeee tt: Sued and yon mas em’ ie 
° ° ° ° “Las this rock I will build my church; sing above the eastern hills. then precious fruit of the earth must 
—Tithing is emphasized as Biblical means of snd he ir of ta aes Snes ant sh wee rap” mabe one 
i ‘ is and in the evening light desd ripe. Will be lost soon if 
church finance. oes SS Stamos cSacsereees 
—An orphanage is opened, but fails after a Pe en Sor het noe soe Tree eri ne 
brief operation cen aienteas Sone ed eee frm coy ine, i ee 
: | fn pe we 
1912—Church of God is established in New Mexico wae -seutte Toe core ee 
© | Or itins saceecs eee Sees 
an is. 
he Saas See ee ew oe 
1913—Church of God is established in Mississippi, : 
West Virginia, Colorado and California. pak ts » ons 
. rst issue o 
—M. BS. $s one year as assistant 
we - M. S. Lemons serves 0 . Church of God “Evangel” 
to the General Overseer. 
August, 20, 1956 
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1918 B.T.S. class 
Nora Chambers, teacher 


S. W. LATIMER 


General Overseer, 1928-1935" 





—First Negro churches are organized in Mia- 
mi and Jacksonville, Florida. 

—Assembly dates are changed from winter to 
autumn, causing two assemblies to convene in this 
year—in January and in November. 


1915—Church of God is organized in Louisiana and 
South Carolina. 


1916—Auditorium for annual Assemblies is pur- 
chased in Harriman, Tennessee. 

—‘Supreme Council” is instituted, also known 

as “Council of Twelve” and “Council of Elders.” 


1917—Church spreads to Arkansas, Maryland, 
Michigan, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Texas. 
—February 13-15, first Supreme Coun- 
cil is chosen: F. J. Lee, T. L. McLain, T. S. Payne, 
M. S. Lemons, J. B. Ellis, Sam C. Perry, M. S. 
Haynes, George T. Brouayer, S. W. Latimer, E. J. 
Boehmer, S. O. Gillaspie, J. S. Llewellyn. 
—Present tithes plan is adopted: of tithes paid 
into local churches 80 per cent to go to the pastor, 
10 per cent to the state headquarters, and 10 per 
cent to General Headquarters. 
—Church of God is established in the West 
Indies. 
—Church begins its own printing plant. 
1918—First term of Bible Training School begins— 
.Nora Chambers, teacher. 


—Because of influenza epidemic, there is no 
Assembly. 


1919—B.T.S. correspondence course is begun. 


‘1920—Assembly Auditorium is erected in Cleveland, 


Tennessee. 
—Orphanage and Children’s Home is estab- 
lished—Lillian Kinsey, matron. 


1921—Communal tithe plan is attempted, in which 

all tithes should be sent to Headquarters and dis- 
tributed to the pastors from there. 

—July 15-17, a church-wide fast is proclaimed 
in behalf of heavy church indebtedness. 

—A “Council of Seventy” is instituted. 

—A “Court of Justice” is instituted. 

—A constitution is adopted. 

—E. J. Boehmer is selected as first General 
Secretary and Treasurer. 


1922—Communal! tithe plan is repealed as imprac- 

tical. 

—Office of Editor and Publisher (now Editor- 
in-Chief) is created; J. S. Llewellyn is selected. 

—Office of Superintendent of Education (now 
Lee College President) is created; F. J. Lee is 
selected. 

—Executive Council (now Executive Commit- 
tee) is created. 
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1923—A. J. Tomlinson, General 
peached. 


—F. J. Lee is elected General Overseer. 
1924—Church of God is established in Jamaica. 


1925—Mrs. Jennie B. Rushin brings her China mis- 
sion work into the Church of God. 


1926—The constitution is repealed. 
—A Publishing Committee is created. 
—A Board of Education is created. 
—A Missions Board is created. 
—A Colored Assembly, requested by the Negro 
constituency, is begun. 


1928—The Church spreads to 32 states. 
—October' 28, death claimes F. J. Lee, General 
Overseer. He is succeeded by S. W. Latimer. 
—State and District Sunday School Conven- 
tions and state superintendents are provided for. 
—Permanent office of Assistant General Over- 
seer is created, S. W. Latimer serves two days 
and is followed by R. P. Johnson. 


1929—The “Council of Seventy” is dissolved and 
replaced by a council of all ordained ministers 
who meet before each General Assembly. 
—Church of God is established in Canada. 
—yYoung People’s Endeavor is made an official 
Church auxiliary. 


—The Lighted Pathiray is published—Alda B. 
Harrison, Editor. 
1932—Church of God is established in Mexico by 
Mary W. Atkinson. 
—“Court of Justice” is dissolved. 
1933—Church of God is established in Haiti; Mr. 


and Mrs. John P. Kluzit serve as first mission- 
aries. 


Overseer, is im- 


1934—Music Department secures first music editor 
—Otis L. McCoy. 
—General Assembly, ‘1aving outgrown the 
Cleveland Auditorium, convenes in Chattanooga. 
—Northwest Bible and Music Academy in 
Minot, North Dakota, has first term. 
—Charles T. Furman leads his large Guate- 
mala mission work into the Church of God. 
—Ministers’ retirement and disability plan is 
begun. 


1935—New publishing plant is erected in Cleveland, 
Tennessee. 
—J.H. Walker is elected. as General Overseer. 


1936—Ladies’ Willing Workers’ Band is instituted. 
—JInternational Bible College is begun in Sas- 
katchewan. 
—J. H. Ingram makes a world tour, leads 
Robert F. Cook’s India mission work into the 
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First issue of 
The LIGHTED PATHWAY 







CHARLES T. and CARRIE FURMAN 
Missionaries to 
Guatemala 
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R. F. COOK, Missionary to 
India, and native evangelist. 


Church of God in Germany, 1938 
Herman Lauster, 
Missionary 


J. H. WALKER 
General Overseer, 1935-1944 





Church, and organizes churches in Barbados, Do- 
minica, Panama, and the Turks Islands. 


—Herman Lauster returns to Germany and 
founds Church there. 
1937—J. H. Ingram leads Paul C. Pitt and his China 
mission into the Church. 
—Church of God is established in Hawaii. 
1938—Bible Training School moves to Sevierville, 
Tennessee. 


—Edmond and Pearl Stark establish the 
Church of God in Angola, Portuguese, West 
Africa. 


1939—Church of God is established in Bermuda 
and Dominican Republic. 


1940—Church of God is established in San Salvador. 


1941—Only male ministers are permitted to attend - 


Annual Assembly because of polio epidemic. 

—Haitian government closes all Churches of 
God on the Island of Haiti. 

—Office of second Assistant General Overseer 
is created, filled by Earl P. Paulk. 

—Church of God is established in St. Vincent, 
St. Lucia and St. Kitts. 


1942—Church of God is established in British 
Guiana and Argentina. 
—Office of Executive Mission Secretary is cre- 
ated, M. P. Cross chosen. 


1943—Church of God is established in Cuba and 
British Honduras. 


—Church of God joins National Association of 

Evangelicals. 
1944—John C,. Jernigan is elected as General Over- 
seer. 

—Six Assistant General Overseers are elected 
and appointed over six districts into which the 
nation is divided. The plan was abolished after 
one year. 

—Four-year limitations are placed on adminis- 
trative offices, the supreme councilmen and state 
overseers. 

—Sunday School and Youth Literature Board 
is appointed. 

—Home for Children is founded in Kannapolis, 
North Carolina. 
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—Churches of God are organized in Alaska, 


Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, 
® ib» Bermuda. 
1945—Church of God is established in Philippine 
Islands. 


1946—Assemblies are changed from annual to bi- ee 
ennial meetings. Boys’ home, Cleveland 

—First National Sunday School and Youth Constructed, 1941 
Director is chosen—Ralph E. Williams. 

—J. H. Ingram organizes the Church of God in 
Egypt and the Middle East. Also, churches are 
established in Uruguay and the Virgin Islands. 

—Office of Business Manager is created; E. C. 
Clark is appointed. 


1947—Bible Training School moves to Cleveland, 
Tennessee, as Lee College. 

1 —Regional Sunday School and Youth Congress- 
es are begun. 





















JOHN C. JERNIGAN 
General Overseer 
1944-1948 


—International Preparatory Institute has first 
term in San Antonio, Texas. 


1948—H. L. Chesser is elected as General Overseer. 
—Church of God and seven other bodies form 
the Pentecostal Fellowship of North America. 
—The “Declaration of Faith” is adopted. 
1949—Church of God is established in Peru. 
—Home for Children is moved from Cleveland 
to Sevierville. 

—West Coast Bible School begins in Pasadena, 
California. H. L. CHESSER 
1950—Church of God is established in Brazil. 2s gaa 

1951—Full Gospel Church of the Union of South 
Africa merges with Church of God. 
—Church of God is established in Tunisia. 
1952—Zeno C. Tharp is elected as General Overseer. 
—Church of God enters Nigeria, Japan, and 
Sicily. 
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1954—-New General Headquarters and Publishing q 
House is erected. 
—Church of God enters Chile and Spain. 


1956—Home for Children is organized in Gaffney, 


2 New Publishing House, 1954 
» South Carolina. 
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Golden Anniversary of 


Azusa Street 
Mission Revival 


By James W. Inglis 


“Fifty Golden Years of Spiritual 
Blessing Celebrated” 


“When. men get down to business 
they can have another 


with God, 
Pentecost,” Dr. Donald Gee. 


Several global trouble spots are cur- 
rently setting the stage for a series 
of serious world-shaking events that 
may herald the coming again of our 
Saviour to earth. At the same time 
in one accord, men filled with. the 
Holy Spirit and on fire for God are 
setting the stage for a meeting with 
God on His terms that may shake the 
world in a greater way than all the 
Ye or hydrogen bombs could ever 

(9) 


The true meaning of the scriptural 
injunction, that “in the day that men 
seek me with the whole heart, I will 
be found of them,” is a theme now 
burning in the hearts of a large 
group of ministers and laymen in 
Southern California. 

Diligently, prayerfully and seeking 
the Spirit’s guidance, this group, 
made up of every organized segment 
of Pentecost, now for some time has 
been meeting each Wednesday in an 
all-day prayer and committee meet- 
ing and planning an old-fashioned, 
soul-stirring, Spirit-seeking, four- 
meeting-a-day observance of 
the Golden Anniversary of the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the 
Saints gathered at the old Azusa 
Street Mission, in Los Angeles, in 1906. 
Denominational barriers and doctri- 
nal differences mean nothing to this 
earnest group of Pentecostal Chris- 
tians seeking a new outpouring of 
God’s Holy Spirit. 


Some of these men were at the 


Azusa visitation. Now aged and grey, 
their words burn with fervor and fire 
the younger men of Pentecost to a 
greater vision to seek God as men did 
fifty years ago. 


Pentecost’s falling in our time had 
as humble a beginning as it did on 
the first Pentecost nearly two thou- 
sand years ago in the obscure “upper 
room” in the city of Jerusalem. 

Judging from the effects of the 
twentieth-century revival of God’s 
power which we have observed the 
world over, the results were com- 
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parable in shaping men’s thoughts to- 
ward the coming again of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. As God be- 
gan His “latter rain” ae 
around the world, in Los geles, 
California, came a deluge which is 
described in Henry Fordsham’s book 
and by — made directly from old 
saints of God who were there. 

It was in the year 1906 that the 
power of God fell upon praying saints; 
seven received the baptism with the 
Holy Spirit, even though they did not 
know what it was, and began to 
speak with other tongues. The shouts 
of praise were so tremendous that 
they made an uproar similar to that 
of the Day of Pentecost. It was soon 
noised abroad that God was blessing 
His people with a gracious visitation. 
Interested parties came from every- 
where. The good news spread fast; 
by morning there was no possibility 
of getting near the place. The sick 
were healed; sinners were saved as 
they came through the doors into the 
presence of a power-deluged people. 

Thus is briefly, yet graphically, de- 
scribed the all-important event that 
took place in an old two-story build- 
ing, at 312 Azusa Street in Los An- 
geles, which had been used as a Meth- 
odist Church at one time. : 

Amid squalor in the vicinity of a 
tombstone shop, lumber yard and liv- 
ery stables, no one complained of the 
round-the-clock meetings of praise, 

lory, manifestation, and wonderful 
nfilling and indwelling of God’s 
mighty power in humble praying men 
and women. 

Race,- color or church affiliation 
presented no barrier. Both the 
preaching and the men who did it 
were ree mg The power fell on hun- 
gry waiting people and altars were 
filled with men and women whom the 
Bible aptly describes as “going every- 
where preaching the gospel” which 
they received. 

In an upper room of the old struc- 
ture, which had been cleared of junk 


and building materials ‘to make way 
for the meetings, the sick and the af- 
flicted were introduced to the Great 


Physician; and, as the power fell, 
sickness had to go. Every kind of ill- 
ness and affliction gave way before 
the expectant and faith-practicing 
saints. Men and women left the build- 
ing praising God, later to return 
bringing others with them. Many nev- 
er came back but boarded the next 
public conveyance home to spread 
the miraculous news there. 

Ministers of every denomination 
came from everywhere to see what 
was going on. Most stayed to receive 
more of God, and then went out to 
change the name of their respective 
groups or to create churches which 
later grew into the prominent Pente- 
costal organizations of today. 


As on the day of Pentecost, all 
races and nationalities heard the mes- 
sage as the Holy Spirit graciously 
moved upon men and women who in 
turn spoke in a tongue divinely given 
to the speaker who had never learned 
it. One Irish minister, very Galic in 
his accents, spoke and _ conversed 
freely with a group of Russians, bring- 
ing them to Christ; yet never in his 
life had he studied their language. 
This manifestation of God’s power 
was not uncommon. 


Naturally this made a public stir, 
newspaper men and journalists came 
to see, to sneer, and to make fun of 
the outpouring; but many stayed to 
obtain the blessing and later go out 
and write the miraculous vision and 
make it plain. 


Soul-shaking, life-changing, power- 
filling as the event was, it could not 
keep its converts and recipients there. 
In the nearly four years of the visita- 
tion, men and women came, received, 
and then went to scatter the word to 
the ends of the earth. 


Today, commercial buildings stand 
where the power of God so mightily 
swept down on waiting saints and 
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where, as on the initial day of Pente- 
cost, the Holy Spirit sent them out to 
build monuments of faith to the mo- 


te ment when men and women were 


willing, as Donald Gee once said, to 
“get down to business with God.” 


Slipped from human memory will 
soon many of the small and per- 
sonal details of that outpouring 


which came when an almost un- 
known holiness peonemer from Hous- 
ton, Texas, the Reverend J. W. ys 
mour, stopped to hold a meeting in 
Los Angeles and found both frustra- 
tion and a fulfillment of God’s prom- 
ises. But in the annals of glory, down 


eternity’s corridors, the victories 
which began in so humble a place will 
be sung and told. 

Today, there is another “stirring 
in the yoy td bush,” as men, 
moved by the Holy Ghost in commit- 
tee and prayer — join all Pen- 
tecostal faiths of our land in a time 
of memorial and expectancy, celebrat- 
ing this year the Golden Anniversary 
of the great 1906 event in Los Angeles. 

Let us then “get down to business 
with God” and look for the outpour- 
ing, as churches everywhere are 
urged to observe “Azusa Week,” Sep- 
tember 9-16. Pentecostal people every- 


where are urged to look toward the 
central meetings of this celebration 
which will use Angeles Temple, one of 
the largest full-gospel church audi- 
toriums in the world, its radio facili- 
ties, its prayer rooms, and so forth, 
in a four-meeting-daily program led 
by the greatest prayer and pulpit 
leaders of the full-gospel movement, 
including Oral Roberts, William Bran- 
nam, and others. Pentecostal hearts 
are expecting another moving of God 
upon man as great as that in time 
past, and even beyond that; they are 
es for the soon return of their 
ng. 











FIVE DECISIVE STEPS 
(Continued from page 3) 


pleteness to their separation from creeds and trends in- 
consistent with their Christian testimony. 


@ Church Government 


‘THE THIRD TURNING POINT of Church of 
God history was the introduction of church government 
to the body. In 1902 the small Church was forced to 
forsake their idea of not being a regularly organized 
church but merely a body held together by fellowship 
and concord. False teachers had preyed upon the people 
and had perverted some with morbid forms of fanaticism. 
Havoc was wrought in the group. The leaders consid- 
ered the situation and realized that the looseness of the 
organization had permitted this subtle infiltration. The 
first simple form of church government was introduced 
in May, 1902. Through the years other phases of ad- 
ministrative structure were added as they were needed. 
In 1909 the office of General Overseer was created, and 
in 1911 state overseers were appointed to supervise the 
work in various states. The decision in 1902 was of real 
importance because it reveals a discard of the idea of 
mere “Christian union” as an impractical desire. The 
young body recognized that they must look upon them- 
selves as a Church and govern themselves as such or 
perish. 


@ The General Assembly 


I CONSIDER THE FOURTH pivotal point to 
be the institution of the General Assembly. Would the 
government of the Church be episcopal or would it be 
presbyterian: would it be congregational, or would it be a 
blending of the two; or would it be something else al- 
together? The introduction of the General Assembly 
brought into the Church elements of all these forms of 
church government. The General Assembly became the 
highest authority of the Church, and it is composed of 
all members of the Church of God, both laymen and 
clergymen. The ijiocal congregation of each church has a 
voice in the selection of its pastor. The overseers appoint 
the pastors with respect to the congregational expression. 
Concerning church polity, a council of ordained ministers 
makes recommendations to the General Assembly which 
are there adopted or rejected. In like manner, the ad- 
ministrators of the Church are chosen. They are nomi- 
nated by the Council of Ordained Ministers and elected 
by the General Assembly. These are only a few points 
that demonstrate the democratic form of government 
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set in motion when the first General Assembly convened 
in 1906. It is a blending and modification of older, more 
extreme forms of church government. This has been 
brought about by an intense desire to follow as closely 
as possible the scriptural administrative structive. 


@ Church Financial System 


NAMING THE FIFTH most important point 
of our church history is more difficult. Careful consid- 
eration leads me to believe that it must be the adoption 
of our church financial system. Tithing was encouraged 
by the Church as early as 1911. It became a general 
practice of the Church in 1913. In 1917 the “tithe of 
tithes plan” was adopted. In previous years five out of 
six Church of God preachers had to work on secular jobs 
in order to live. The adoption of the scriptural plan of 
church finance accelerated the ministry of the Church by 
freeing the heralds of God’s Word. By the adoption of 
a sound financial system the young Church was able to 
survive periods of economic difficulties, has been able to 
send laborers into new fields, open new works and carry 
on the work of the Lord with greater expediency. 

Many decisions have been made by the Church and 
many things have occurred within the Church that are 
of real moment. Perhaps some would name the new out- 
reach of the Church by joining its forces with such as- 
sociations as the NAE and NSSA. Naturally, this would 
be a major consideration. Others would name the amal- 
gamations we have made with various other bodies. One 
thing is almost certain: in later years the present Sun- 
day School and Youth Congresses will be evident as a 
decisive step because of its emphasis on the teaching 
ministry of the Church. Other things are happening in 
our day that will have a tremendous influence on our 
growth or stagnation. 

Still, in looking back over seventy years of God's bless- 
ings and guidance, I am impressed that these I have 
mentioned have most clearly revealed our progressive- 
ness and have manifested the guidance of God. What do 
you think? 


Here we labor and toil every day, trying to work for our 
King. Some day we will enter a haven of rest. Then our 
soul will forever more sing. ’For we which have believed 
do enter into rest. as He said. As I have sworn in my 
wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: Although the 
works were finished from the foundations of the world. 
(Hebrews 4:3) —Mrs. Trishel Sisk. 
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I am a Booster of Lee College be- 
cause of its high standards of religious 
education in which it prepares our 
use for a brighter future. 


Grady L. Waters 
Overseer of Minnesota 


Our Church’s future, its educational 
development, its doctrinal position, its 
quality of ministry, its quantity of 
laity, its realization of its vast possi- 
bilities, all rest — Lee College. Nat- 
urally, I am a booster of cur most 
influential institution. 

Luther Turner 

Pastor of Church of God Tabernacle 

Detroit, Michigan 


With seventy-f.ze per cent of the 
future Church of God ministers and 
missionaries being trained at Lee Col- 
lege, I refused to do less than my 
best for this great institution. 


W. Edwin Tuli, Pastor 
Milford, Delaware 


Its board of trustees, its officials 
and instructors have a passionate am- 
bition to develop every student into 
an ardent worker for Christ and His 
Church. 

Clyne Buxton 
Youth Director of Alabama 


I am a booster of Lee College be- 
cause it taught me in the best way 
possible how to utilize my life for the 


Lord. 
Doyle Stanfield 
Overseer of Kansas 


Today our Christian youth are being 
severely assailed by godless teaching 
under the spurious guise of scholar- 
ship. I boost Lee College because it 
stands as a deterrent to this atheism 
by placing God at the core of its 
curriculum. 

Donald S. Aultman 
Youth Director of Michigan 


A denominational school propagates 
the theological, evangelical, and mis- 
sionary views of its Church, Christian 
ethics, Christ’s teachings, and a pro- 
gram to train our youth to be the 
Church today. This, Lee College is 


doing! 
E. M. Abbott 
Youth Director of Indiana 


To its godly teachers and adminis- 


trators and to Lee College, a school 
devoted to maintaining that “Faith 
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which was once delivered to the 
saints,” I am eternally grateful. It has 
made my Christian experience both 
deeper and richer in Christ. 
Christopher Moree 
Youth Director of Missouri 


The knowledge, skill and develop- 
ment gained through the instruction 
at Lee College is invaluable to the 
aaeem. lost souls, and the Church of 

od. 

Brady Dennis 
Overseer of New Mexico 


The aims of the Church are to teach 


-the. Word and reach the masses by 


evangelism. Through Lee College train- 
ing, we can better serve. 
Wallace Swilley, Jr. 
Youth Director of Georgia 


I am a booster of Lee College because 
of what it represents; that is, the over- 
all Church of God program. It pre- 
pares young people for full-time 
Church work in the proper atmos- 
phere, and molds their lives to meet 
the challenge of this present age. All 
young people who feel a call to the 
ministry of preaching or teaching, 
either at home or abroad, should 
attend Lee College. 


A. M. Phillips 
Overseer of Kentucky 


I am a booster of Lee College for 
what it has done for men and women 
in better qualifying them to be more 
efficient soul winners and workers for 
God and His church. 


George D. Lemons 
Overseer of Virginia 


I appreciate Lee College for its fun- 
damental Christian doctrines, its high 
scholastic standing, its evangelistic 
zeal, its understanding faculty, and its 
influence in molding Christian char- 


acter. 
Roy Burroughs 
Evangelist 


Lee’s faculty has been educated in 
some of America’s greatest univer- 
sities. Furthermore, each professor is 
a trustworthy Christian who stands 
faithfully for our Church tenets. 

J. E. DeVore 
Youth Director of Mississippi 


I appreciate the well-rounded course 
of studies in religious and secular 
fields, the wonderful fellowship, and 





the genuine Christian environment ‘at 


Lee College. 
Jack Little, Pastor 
Marianna, Florida 


As a graduate of Lee College, I can 
say it excels all other institutions in 
Christian education, spirituality, and 
Christian fellowship of both student 
and faculty. 

J. L. McCoy 


Overseer of Iowa 


I find it easy to boost Lee College 
because: 

1. It is our General Church School. 

2. Its president and board of directors 
are men of ability and years of 
proven loyalty to the Church of God. 

3. The teachers are not only scholas- 
tically capable but, especially, con- 
secrated Christians and are faith- 
ful to the teachings, doctrines and 
government of the Church along 
with the other phases of teaching. 

4. The discipline at Lee is of such 
thoughtful, Christian standard as 
to safeguard the physical, moral 
and spiritual well-being of every 
student. 

5. I know of no better college that 
a student could attend—the grad- 
uates of Lee who are achieving 
success for God, the Church, the 
nation and themselves are sufficient 
proof! 

J. D. Bright 
Overseer of Texas 


My first and foremost reason for 
boosting Lee College is because it is 
a Church of God institution, dedicated 
to teach and train men and women 
how to better serve God and His 
Church. I’m graciously proud to be an 
alumnus. 

Joshua E. Thomas, Foreman 
Mailing Dept., Publishing House 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


I am a booster of Lee College be- 
cause: 
1. It is a Church of God institution. 
2. Of the Christian training it provides 
for our youth. 
3. Of its consecrated faculty. 
M. E. Robertson, Pastor 
Meridian Street Church of God 
Nashville, Tennessee 


Lee College received me as a student 
when I was unlearned and unpre- 
pared to work in the Church. What 
blessing my life will be, in a large 
measure, is due to what Lee College 
has been and has done for me. 

H. J. Boatman, Jr. 
Youth Director of Florida 


Lee College makes it possible for 
each student to acquire either a re- 
ligious or secular education in a most 
blessed atmosphere of spiritual free- 
dom unexcelled anywhere. 

Lydia O’Neil 

Head Bookkeeper-Publishii.g House 

Cleveland, Tennessee 


First of all, I am a Booster of Lee 
College because the Church needs an 
educational institution, and second, 
because Lee College so vitally answers 
that need. 

E. L. Simmons 
Retired Minister 
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The first children to enter the 
Church of God Home for Children in 
South Carolina arrived January 13, 
1956. They are shown here with 
Brother J. B. Camp, Superintendent. 
Left to right are Billy, Darlene and 
Sandra Sellers and Tommie Wood. 


This home is located six miles 
northwest of Gaffney, South Caro- 
lina, on a farm one hundred twenty- 
five acres in size which, together with 
a fourteen-room block building, two 
smaller houses and two barns and 
a small dairy herd, was given to the 
Church by B. B. Morgan, of Gaffney. 


The home has been completely re- 
decorated inside and outside and will 
accommodate about twenty children. 

South Carolina is proud of this new 
Home for Children and many of the 
churches have already responded by 
sending liberal contributions of furni- 
ture, furnishings and canned goods. 
We are expecting the largest conven- 
tion offerings ever received for the or- 
phanage work. 

We have accepted more appli- 
cations, and we are looking forward 
to seeing some new‘arrivals at the 
Home soon. The official opening will 
be in the early Spring. An announce- 
ment of the exact date will be made 
later. — J. D. Free, Secretary and 
Treasurer, Church of God Home for 
Children. 











Lady Healed of Heart Trouble 


SYLVANIA, Ohio—I thank the Lord 
for my wonderful healing last sum- 
mer while we were living in our cot- 
tage on the Tennessee campground. 
I had a heart attack and was very 
willing to go to be with Jesus, but 
my husband got on his knees beside 
me and began praying. I was lying 
on the floor where I had fallen when 
the attack came upon me. He cried 
and prayed for almost an hour, for 
we thought every minute would be my 
last one. A good old Church of God 
preacher and his wife lived in a trailer 
nearby. When they heard my husband 
crying and asking God to heal me, 
they got out of bed and prayed. 
They did not know what had hap- 
pened, but they were stirred to pray 
when they heard my husband. God 
sent healing virtue through my body, 
and then I knew where I was. Until 
this day, I have had better health 
than I had enjoyed for a long time. 
We are really enjoying God’s love and 
His blessings. I am so thankful that 
God always knows our need, and He 
never fails—Mrs. L. O. Siferd. 
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Lady’s Mind Restored 


GREENSBORO, N. C. — I praise 
God for His healing virtue. In April, 
1954, my mind was shattered. I was 
taken to Butner, North Carolina, and 
was there until September 4. God 
healed me one morning at about four 
o’clock, after Satan had continued 
for a week in telling me not to be- 
lieve the things that were revealed 
to me because they were not of God. 
Suddenly I felt as though I could 
not stand him any longer. I wanted 
to jump out the window and end it 
all. At that moment, he told me to 
curse God and die. I was having a 
hard time trying to serve God. I told 
Satan to get behind me, that I hated 
him and that he was a liar. I turned 
to the Lord and said, “Lord, I love 
you, and you know what I can stand.” 
I quoted the Scripture that Peter, 
walking on the water, spoke, “Lord, if 
you do not save me I will sink.” It 
was then that I felt the hand of God 


on my head, and it was as if water 
washed through my head. Soon I was 
released from the hospital to be un- 
der observation for thirteen months. 
Just last week I received my. driver’s 
license, after getting a statement from 
officials in Butner and from a doctor 
here in Greensboro. I praise God that 
I am sanctified and filled with heav- 
en’s Holy Ghost. My greatest desire 
in this life is to win souls and to do 
what God has for me to do.— Mrs. 
Florence Pritchard. 


Five Receive Holy Ghost in Revival 


COMMUNITY, N. C.—Recently, we 
had -a wonderful two weeks’ revival 
with Sister Joyce Marie Williams of 
Garner, North Carolina, as our evan- 
gelist. Six were saved, 4 sanctified, 5 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and 2 added 
to the Church. Her soul-stirring mes- 
sages blessed our souls every night 
and were a rea! uplift to Christians 
and sinners alike in our community. 
We gladly recommend her to any 
church desiring a _revival.—Robert 
Ellis, Jr.. Pastor. 
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AUGUST SPECIAL PRICES ON NEW BOOKS BY CHURCH OF GOD 


AUTHORS e 





Inspirational Short Sermons by Zeno C. 
Tharp 


Inspirational Short Sermons is dedicated 
to the thousands of Christians, especially 
mothers who live in the rural sections 
and suburbs of: cities and who seldom 
get to go to church for various reasons. 
This 150-page book contains twenty-six 
inspiring short sermons. The clothbound 
edition has an attractive jacket and sells 
for $1.50. The limp edition is available 
for $1.00. 





Favorite Stories and Illustrations by Zeno 
C. Tharp 

This book is a compilation of the stories 
and illustrations of the former General 
Overseer of the Church of God. The 
first section of the book is the life 
story of the author. The remaining 100 
pages of the book are filled with illus- 
trations and stories that have sparkled 
and illuminated the writer’s preaching 
for the past forty-seven years. 

This edition is available in both the cloth- 
bound and limp cover. The price of the 
Te aa is $1.50, the limp edition is 





The Glorious Gospel by James A. Cross 


The Glorious Gospel is a book of twelve 
diversified sermons written with the idea 
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of being a devotional and inspirational 
book for laymen as well as something 
to provoke thought and prove helpful 
to the minister. 

This 136-page book is available in a 
two-color dust jacket, clothbound edition 
for only $1.50. 





Pillars of Pentecost by Charles W. Conn 


The volume deals with specificially Pen- 
tecostal subjects and gives the answers to 
questions concerning the origin, beliefs, 
efforts and nature of the Pentecostal 
movement. 

This 142-page book is of equal value to 
those who are Pentecostal and those who 
only wish to know more about the move- 
ment. This book is available in an at- 
tractive two-color jacket, clothbound edi- 
tion for only $2.00. 





Religion on Fire by Ray H. Hughes 


Religion on Fire contains ten outstanding 
camp meeting sermons by the Reverend 
Ray H. Hughes, whom many consider the 
the greatest preacher of the Pentecostal 
faith. One cannot read these sermons 
without realizing, at least in part, the 
tremendous impact they must have had 
upon the author’s congregation. This 
159-page book is available in a cloth- 
bound edition with a full-color dust jack- 
et for only $2.00. 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 


CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 









































YOUR Sunday school attendance soar 50% 
100%, 150% over last year? ... You may think 
it couldn't happen ... Or you may say, "We're 
crowded already; we have no room for more.” 


Both types of churches enter Christian Life's 
Sunday School contest—AND BOTH WIN. 


Churches of all denominations have entered— 
and won. They say, “Just the help we needed to 
boom attendance," .. . “Ideal preparation for 
revival." ... "This was what we needed to 
launch our new church building program.”. . . 


Let the enthusiasm of this contest sweep your 
Church and Sunday school to new success for the 
Lord. Tear out the coupon below and mail today 
for further details. 





~-_ 


Packet of Ideas “How to Win 
in a Sunday School Contest"... 


FRE 


Including the Official Entry Form in 
the 1956 International Sunday School 
Contest. 


CHRISTIAN LIFE SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTEST 
434 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Ill. 


YES, please send me FREE OF CHARGE the packet “How 
to Win in a Sunday School Contest"—plus the Official 
Entry Blank in the 1956 contest. 


Name 
Address 


Zone St. 


Pastor 








Sunday ae or A; fcrature 


“ORDER NOW FOR FOURTH QUARTER 


THE FOLLOWING LIST SHOWS THE PROPER MATERIAL THAT 
IS NECESSARY FOR EACH AGE GROUP. 





Adult 19 over 12-18 


Adult Teacher 
Adult Quarterly 
Adult Leaflet 





Youth Teacher 
Young People’s Quarterly 
17-1& 


Youth Challenge 
12-15 








Primary Department 6, 7, 8 
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Teaching Pictures 


Beginner Workbook | Fe 

i ean \ \ 
Beginner Teacher . beaten | é 
Beginners With Jesus + Suinylaths 3 3 
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Primary Flannelgraph es ay | 
Sunny Paths & ge 4 
Primary Workbook 2 oy Chrictias 
Primary Teacher Ae Challenge 
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Jinies Vaticher JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 9, 10, 11 Junior Workbook 


Junior Workbook Junior Teacher 


Junior Challenge Junior Flannelgraph 





“Send cash with order. CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Order from: CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 





